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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DESIGN CULTURE IN ASIA

Focusing on the forms of mountain floats and festival cultures (2)
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Summary
This report deals with the main research theme of Research
Institute of Asian Design (RIAD), focusing the cultures of
mountain floats in Asia from design-centered approach. We
want to make clear design technique (language) of
mountain floats from their wide variety of forms, symbolic
meanings, cosmology and their relationship of society and
natural environments.
We made some preparations for 2nd international
symposium, because the symposium was postponed next
year. We could find frequently characteristic motifs of
sacred bird and dragon (or snake) in mountain floats of
Asia. So, overseas researches are made at southern region
of Thailand and central district of Myanmar in order to
certificate the symbolic meanings and structures of float.
We had also investigations of new year festival in Qiantong,
Ninbo city, China and Senzairaku in Okayama Prefecture,
which is another type of mountain floats in Japan.

RIAD got very useful insights from these activities and
research for deep understanding about design cultures of

Asia.
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