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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DESIGN CULTURE IN ASIA
Focusing On The Forms Of Mountain Floats And Festival Cultures (3)
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Summary
This report deals with the main research theme of Research
Institute of Asian Design (RIAD), focusing on the cultures of
mountain floats in Asia from design-centered approach. We
want to make clear design technique (language) of mountain
floats from their wide variety of forms, symbolic meanings,
cosmology and their relationships of society and natural
environments.
We held this year 2nd international symposium on boat-
shaped mountain floats and motifs of sacred bird and dragon
(or snake). Researchers from Myanmar, Thailand and Japan
made visual presentations about the symbolic meanings and
structures of characteristic mountain floats of their each
country.
We had also investigation of symbolic meanings and
structural principles of Gunungan used in Indonesian
shadow puppet theater, shaped just like a mountain and
depicted Naga, sacred creatures and wide variety of tree of
life in Jogyakarta, Indonesia.

RIAD got very useful insights from these activities and
research for deep understanding about design cultures of
Asia.
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