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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DESIGN CULTURE IN ASIA
Focusing On The Forms Of Mountain Floats And Festival Cultures (4)
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Summary

This report deals with the main research theme of Research
Institute of Asian Design (RIAD), which makes clear design
language of mountain floats from their wide variety of forms,
symbolic meanings, cosmology and their relationships of
society and natural environments.

In this year, we carried out an overseas investigation on the
symbolic meanings of mythical creature, used at the funeral
of a monk of higher rank, which has the head and trunk of
an elephant and the body of a bird in northern Thailand.
This creature called Hasadilung inhabited the legendary
forest of Himapan in cosmology of Thai Buddhism and took
away the deceased to Heaven with a sharp beak. A monk of
higher rank is believed to possess great merits, so this bird-
shaped crematory tower is used for his funeral.

In addition, we promoted public awareness of the deepness
and attractiveness of Asian Design, by holding public
performance on the Javanese dance and the Balinese
Wayang Kulit (shadow puppet).

RIAD got very useful insights from these activities and
research for deep understanding about design cultures of

Asia.
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