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Focusing on The Forms of Mountain Floats and Festival Cultures
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Summary

This report deals with the main research theme of Research
Institute of Asian Design (RIAD), focusing the cultures of
mountain floats in Asia from design-centered approach. We
want to make clear design technique (language) of
mountain floats from their wide variety of forms, symbolic
meanings, cosmology and their relationship of society and
natural environments.

Members of RIAD made researches of new year festival in
Qiantong, Ninbo city, China, that is famous of specific forms
of acrobatic and drumming palanquins symbolizing holy
mountain in Chinese mythology. Also in dJapan, wa
researched the structure of mountain floats and social
organizations of wjiko (parishioner of Shinto shrine) of
Chousa Masturi held at Kan-onji, Kagawa Prefecture.

We continue to research other type of floats in Asia and
Japan, in order to make clear not only their symbolic
meanings and design languages, but also the relationship of
social structure and structure of settlement with

ceremonial process, based on these outcomes of researches.
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