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THE CHARACTER OF TRADITIONAL MERCHANT COUTYARDS IN FUJIAN
DISTRICT FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF SPACE CONSTITUTION AND ETHNIC ARTS
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Summary

The main purpose of this research is considering the
architectural character of traditional merchant courtyards
in Fujian(f&%) district, especially from the viewpoint of
space constitution and various ethnic carvings which stand
for all kinds of auspiciousness. We chose the traditional
merchant courtyards as the research fields in Xiamei( T/,
Wuyishan(i{3E L) City and in Quanzhou(RJN) City and
Nanan(#§%) City, and made twice researches in August
2011 and February 2012.

Through those researches, we got the following results;

In architectural constitution, it is obvious difference
between Xiamei and Quanzhouw/Nanan whether the storied
gate( FA#£) exists or not. But in auspicious carvings
constitution, both areas seems to have almost the same
character because the gate halll T /7 /P4 )7 ) in
Quanzhou/Nanan plays the same role with the storied gate
in Xiamei. And the most of the auspicious carvings are
gathered in the storied gate and the gate hall. In addition,
those auspicious carvings in both areas resemble each other
in the allegorical meanings. This fact means that these

areas have common spiritual culture.
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