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Summary

There are a wide variety of festivals in each Asian countries,
which have rich and significant cultural traditions as their
background. Especially marching floats (“dashi” in
Japanese) that have not only various unique forms, but
abundant symbolic meanings, are essential for
understanding the Asian cosmology and their
expressiveness.

This report is based on my primary research at Bali,
Indonesia from June to September 2010, aiming to grasp
actual conditions of festivals including temple festivals
“odalan” and cremation ceremonies, and focusing the
relationship of symbols such as cremation tower “bade”
with religious belief, cosmology, and social system.

From my research, I found opposition and coexistence in
symbolic dichotomy such as sacred/profane, heaven/earth
in Balinese festivals, and harmony and balance between

them are most longed for.
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