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A CASE STUDY ON IDENTIFYING LOCAL FEATURES
An Analysis of a Residential Area in Suma Ward, Kobe City
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Summary

Understanding of the local feature constitutes the basis of
town planning. Analyses of topography, history, social
statistics, urban morphology, and observations from field
surveys are generally executed and combined to investigate
the characteristics of the neighborhood. However,
appropriate methods could be different depending on the
site and purpose of the utilization of the result.

In this research, we investigate a residential area in Kobe
city as a case study to find out the local features. The
target area of the investigation had been developed in
1960s to provide new housing lots. The houses and
apartments built in the period are decrepit today, and they
need to be rebuilt or renovated. After investigation, we
examine the appropriateness and effectiveness of the
methods used in the process of identifying local features.

As a result, it was affirmed that not only to use ordinary
methods but also to incorporate the findings from the site to
the analysis methods is important in order to comprehend

essential local features.
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